
 

 

      OAGS News 
 

It ’s a date… 

Saturday 26 February 

‘Big Weekend In’ 

 

Tuesday 1 March 

Stage 5 Ag Excursion 

 

Tuesday 1 March 

New Student Pizza Lunch 

 

Tuesday 1 March 5:30pm 

OAGS Musical Information Night  

 

Tuesday 1 March 7pm 

OAGS App Parent Information Night 

 

Wednesday 2 March 

Year 12 University Showcase 

 

Thursday 3 March 

Year 9 & 10 Mental Health Seminar 

 

Thursday 3 March 

Year 11 Commencement Dinner 

 

Friday 4 March  

Yr 12 Investigating Science Excursion 

 

22 & 25 March 

OAGS Musical Auditions 

 

Friday 8 April 

OAGS Easter Fair 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE 2 

Term 1, Week 5 

2022 

From the Deputy Headmaster…  

‘I have learned over the years that when one's mind is made up, this 
diminishes fear; knowing what must be done does away with fear’.  

Rosa Parks 
 
It’s not always easy to ‘know what must be done’. If Rosa Parks is right (and I 
posit that she is), then whether or not it’s easy is not the issue. The issue is more 
about the quest for discernment in times of uncertainty.  
To discern what is right brings the ability to have ‘one’s mind made up’ which, according to our 
author, first diminishes fear, and ultimately ‘does away’ with it.  
At OAGS we have demonstrated a clear minded approach to tackle the ‘fear’ of what school 
may look like in 2022. We are both grateful for the expert advice from the governing authorities 
that guide our daily operations and for the support that you have shown as families during these 
first 5 weeks of term. As we have actioned the various management strategies to combat the 
challenge of Omicron, we have pulled together as a community and achieved great things 
already this year. 
 
I’d like to acknowledge the hard-working staff of both Stage 2 and Stage 3 who have already 
undertaken outdoor education camps this term. Stage 2 students relished the opportunity to 
return to Burrendong Dam for 3 days while Stage 3 enjoyed their first ever trip to Vision Valley for 
a full week of outdoor fun and adventure. You will see both camp reports later in this edition of 
the newsletter.  
 
Despite it only being February, our planning for the Winter sports season is well underway and I 
encourage all families to check their inbox for an email which will guide you through the process 
of signing up for Soccer, Netball, Basketball and Hockey. I remind all families that meeting the 
deadline for these sign ups is critically important. As OAGS places our teams in the various town 
competitions, we need to have our numbers finalised by the deadline to enable us to form our 
teams and submit them in time for the draws to be produced. Late entries are almost impossible 
to accommodate. I’d like to also lean on you as parents to consider assisting with coaching a 
team this year. It is a tremendously rewarding experience. In short, our sustained growth over 
many years means that we have more and more teams which require more and more coaches. 
Please do seriously consider whether or not you can serve our community in this way and 
contact sport@oags.nsw.edu.au if you can assist. 
 
The Year 11 Commencement Dinner is fast approaching in week 6 and I am delighted to 
announce that our keynote speaker for the evening is 2021 graduate and DUX, Adelaide 
Webster. 



 

 
Adelaide will be returning from University in Sydney to deliver her address to Year 11 and their families at this event and we 
look forward to welcoming her back to campus as an alumni.  
Blessings all for the weekend ahead. 
 
Mr Scott Hazelton 
Deputy Headmaster 
 
Early Learning - Kindergarten and Prep Welcome Picnic 

 
It was great to see so many families join us and enjoy a sunny 
afternoon at the annual Kindergarten and Prep Welcome Picnic. 
As a school we value strong partnerships with families, as we 
know this provides the best outcome for the children, and being 
able to get together in a relaxed social setting is a great way for new and continuing families 
to meet their child’s teachers, as well as to connect with other families.  It was a lovely end 
to our third week together. 

           

   

    

  
 
  
  



 
 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory Information Night and 
Auditions 
 
All students and parents from Stage 3 and up should have received a letter 
containing details about the Charlie and the Chocolate Factory information night 
and auditions.  
If you are interested in being a part of the cast, it is vital you attend the information 
night, at 5:30pm on the 1st of March. A sign up sheet for auditions will be available 
at the information night, and afterwards located outside of H7 until the 14th of 
March. The information night will provide information about the rehearsals, 
commitment required, communication and audition process.  
Auditions will be held on Tuesday 22nd March from 3:30-6:30pm and Friday 25th 
from 3:30pm-6:30pm. The Tuesday auditions will be a workshop based audition, 
and the Friday auditions will be individual, using what you have learnt at the 
workshop. Interested students must attend both audition days to be considered for 
the cast. Further information will be outlined at the information night, and the 
audition pack which is available on the night.  
Any questions concerning the musical, please contact me via email 
kyle.palmer@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 
Mr Kyle Palmer - Producer 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
 

Stage 2 camp 
 
It was a very exciting start to the year for our Stage 2 
students as we headed to Lake Burrendong for our whole 
Stage camp. 
We were welcomed to camp with beautiful weather and 
90 very excited Stage 2 students and teachers.  
 

Across the 3 days the students participated in a range of activities that not only allowed them to build connections with 
each other but also confidence in their growing independence levels and resilience.  

 
Students threw themselves into a raft build challenge, 
working in teams to see who could create a raft that would 
not only float, but be the fastest in a race when placed in 
the pool. This challenge showed strong teamwork and 
communication skills, and great sportsmanship by all.  
 
A firm favourite activity with students was the giant slip and 

slide, with students discussing who could make it down the slide the fastest or which 
teacher made it the furthest without rolling off the slide. 
 
Students and teachers were split into teams for a water balloon showdown, with team-
colored  face paint and a lot of team spirit and camaraderie - this was a great way to 

spend an afternoon developing teamwork skills, strategic 
planning, and a whole lot of laughs.  
 
Being able to experience the beauty of Lake Burrendong 
through canoeing was another fantastic aspect of camp. Playing games on the water, 
learning how to raft up and seeing who could paddle the fastest created an afternoon of 
many smiles amongst our students. This was a chance to take the time to learn more about 
Lake Burrendong, the kinds of animals that live in and around the lake and for many students, 
canoeing for the first time.  

 



 
 
For some students this was their first experience of being away from the comfort of their own bed, mum and dad and the 
support that comes with this familiarity. Stage 2 showed ever growing independence during this camp and participated 
fully in each activity and embraced the entire camp experience. On the bus ride back to school many students were 
already discussing what they hope they can do for next year’s camp, and how much they didn’t want to leave camp! 

 

Recruiting.    It has been encouraging to see 42 new students attend on Monday 14 Feb and almost the same number on 
21Feb.  Many of them are in the process of registering as an Army cadet. Please note that until the cadetnet online 
application process has been completed they are not officially on the books or part of the AAC program. As our numbers 
now far exceed our Authorised Establishment, next Monday 28 Feb will be the last opportunity to attend (until our next 
recruit intake in Term 3) unless the online application process has commenced. 
 
Fees.  OAGS Parents have the option of having the Cadet Fee ($150 one off payment on joining) and the Term fee 
(currently $60) added to their school account. Alternatively you can pay (like non-OAGS families) directly into the 252 ACU 
account by EFTPOS or credit card on a Monday afternoon. Banking details of the account can be supplied on request. 
 
Return of Clothing.   We have been advised that the Army is unable to supply more DPCU uniforms as they are no longer 
being manufactured due to the planned changeover to the AMCU uniform. This fact coupled with our large recruit 
numbers make it urgent that students who have left the cadet program return their clothing and equipment asap to alow 
us to clothe the students who want to be members of the cadet program.  

Bivouac 4-6 March (Marrangaroo Army Camp - Lithgow).   This is for pre 2022 cadets only. Consent notes must be returned 
by 28Feb to allow transport to be booked. 
 
2-3 April Recruit Induction & Biv. New recruits will be issued uniforms and receive training on radios, fieldcraft, cook and 
eat ration packs, plus camp overnight at school in tents and hutchies. More details will be provided in the coming weeks.  
 
Adult helpers.  For 252 ACU to continue to accept all the students that wish to experience the Army cadet program we 
need more adults to help. AAC policy requires 1 new adult staff for every 20 cadets. Currently we are 18 cadets over our 
approved ceiling (without including new recruits). I am unable to gain approval to further enlarge without more adult 
helpers. Unfortunately due to my impending retirement from the ADF (and therefore loss of my position on the NSW AAC 
HQ), I will no longer be able to “shield” 252 ACU from this staffing policy. It would be very disappointing if we were forced 
to turn away interested students due to insufficient adult staff. Adult helpers do not need to be parents of cadets or have 
any prior cadet or military knowledge or experience. If you or anyone you know can help, please contact me.  
 
CAPT (AAC) Terry Nye 
Officer Commanding 
 



 
 
CHESS 
Students are slowly getting back into the routine of coming along on Thursdays at morning break to play friendly games 
and improve their skills. It was necessary to change the Rooms to C4 and C5 so we could have 2 rooms together. This was 
due to larger numbers, being able to separate Primary and Secondary and to make supervision easier.   
  
2022 NSW Secondary Schools Country Championships (Western Region) Knockout Competition. The draw for Round 1 has 
arrived (we are matched against Orange HS) as we commence our campaign to retain the 2021 Premiership. This year 
there are 15 schools in the draw which is 5 more than previous years.   
  
MAster Class.   We are investigating the possibility of introducing a Master Class for selected players (High School and Stage 
3) to better prepare them for competition. More details in the next Newsletter.    
  
Mr Terry Nye 
Chess Coordinator 
 
 
Year 12 GRIP Leadership Conference 
   
On Friday 11th of February our blurry-eyed Secondary 
School Student Leaders boarded the school bus at 
6:30 am. These students were heading off to Dubbo to 
attend the GRIP Leadership Conference. The 
conference was attended by schools right across the 
Central West region and is one of many conferences 
the GRIP team will run across Australia this year. The 
day provided students with the rare opportunity to mix 
with other like minded student leaders. It was a great 
event and consisted of practical and interactive 
sessions covering topics like -  Making Meetings 
Effective; Effective House Leadership and Leading 
with Engaging Speeches. The students found this an 
inspiring experience even if they were a little weary 
when they arrived back at school. We look forward to 
seeing the great things these students will achieve in their tenure as student leaders at OAGS. 
 
Mr Tim Brown 
Director of Secondary       

 
 



 

 
Primary Pastoral Care - Our New Referral Process  
 
Proverbs provide wonderful wisdom for living out general principles for life. In the Bible we find that Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train 
a child in the way s/he should go and when s/he is old s/he will not depart from it.” While this is not a promise, this principle 
offers us all great wisdom as we raise children in the partnership of home and school. 
 
Through our pastoral care of students at school, we put an emphasis on training the character of children, which is shown 
in the outworkings of their behaviour. As one small part of this training, we have implemented a new referral system of 
behaviour that seeks to both celebrate behaviours that come from character strength, and correct behaviour that comes 
from character traits that still need refining. The Bible’s wisdom informs us that we all make mistakes at times but that we 
all have great value and strength despite our failings. 
 
This week, our new referral system has been explained to students so that our expectations are clear. Clear expectations 
are an important factor in effective learning. We believe that it is important for you as parents and carers to understand it 
too, as it will assist you in understanding various referral processes that your child might experience here at school. You 
may be contacted at any point along the referral process as we are strong believers in keeping communication lines open 
as we partner in raising children to be the best they can be. 
 
Our model seeks to give a general overview of our system and to give a guide to our school community about examples 
of behaviour at each stage. It does not (and cannot!) be specific about every type of behaviour in every context.  The 
model can be viewed via this link. 
 
Kate Bracks 
Pastoral Care Coordinator (Primary) 
 

Stage 3 Camp - Vision Valley  
 
Last Monday, 14th February, Stage 3 eagerly met at school 
bright and early ready to set off on an adventure to Vision 
Valley. Buses were boarded and the adventure began with 
a long bus drive to Arcadia. On arrival we were greeted by 
our instructors and fed a delicious lunch. Students were then 
broken into 4 groups; yellow wallabies, red snakes, blue 
lyrebirds and green snakes and set out on their first activity of 
camp.  
 
Each group was led by an instructor who made sure that we 
were having fun. Over the course of the camp students 
participated in the following activities: bushwalking & 

damper cooking, canoeing, cave art, archery, 
vertical challenge, raft building, initiatives, 
orienteering, abseiling, egg drop challenge, rock 
climbing, mountain biking and crate challenge.  
 
With the warm weather at Vision Valley, a favourite 
was the water slide and pool each afternoon, with some of the 
teachers joining in the fun! The fun didn’t stop at night time, with 

the instructors hosting nightly activities such as mini 
olympics, trivia and a movie night.  
 
Our final activity on Friday morning was the All Star 
Adventure Challenge. It was group versus group in 
a race around the campsite. Each group had to 

work together to complete a series of challenges based on the skills we had used throughout the 
week. It was a close race, but the Yellow Wallabies were victorious!  



 
While this is only a brief summary of what Stage 3 completed on camp, there were so many memories made for both staff 
and students. It was amazing to see these young adults grow throughout the week. As their teacher, my highlight was not 
joining in the activities, but watching each student overcome their own challenges, showing kindness and compassion to 
their peers, the encouragement they gave, the maturity shown and the fun and joy they brought to their instructors and 
teachers.   
 
Miss Stephanie Harrison 
Stage 3 Teacher 

 
 

 
 
Stop the Press! Lucy Martin has made it into the Suns Regional Touch Squad! This is an amazing effort by Lucy and we wish 
her all the best as she attends her last trial this weekend to see if she can make it into the Under 14’s Girls team. 
 

Primary School is busy using their sports time to get ready for the upcoming Athletics Carnival in Week 11. Year 1 to Year 6 
are learning the correct techniques of Shot put, Long jump, Discus, Relays, Starts as well as High Jump. To assist in their 
learning and the development of the Athletics program Jeremy Wallace from RPT Health Group will be helping deliver the 
program. Jeremy is an Athletics coach to a number of our current Secondary Students and has helped them to reach 
extraordinary levels in the Athletics world.  
 

Winter Sport Nominations went out via email last week and there has been great interest in the sports we are offering this 
season. Soccer is ever popular as is Netball. While newer on the OAGS co-curricular scene Hockey and Basketball has seen 
significant growth in the past year and broadening the range of sports available to students. The Sports Team are seeking 
Coaches and Managers for the teams we will field. If you have a talent in a sport and would like to share your passion 
even if your child doesn’t play that sport we would love to hear from you!  
 
Nomination forms can be completed via the links below. Please refer to the contact details for the staff managing each 
sport if you have any questions or concerns regarding the respective sport option:  
Netball Nomination  Miss Stephanie Harrison stephanie.harrison@oags.nsw.edu.au  
Soccer Nomination  Mr Chris Doyle christopher.doyle@oags.nsw.edu.au  
Hockey Nomination  Mrs Amanda Jewell amanda.jewell@oags.nsw.edu.au  
Basketball Nomination  Mrs Erin Purvis erin.purvis@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 
Nominations close on Friday 4th March, once closed any late nominations will be added to sport waitlists. 
 
 



 
 

If you have a child who is excelling in a Sporting area please let me know as I would love to be able to assist in their 
development and progression at OAGS. Please send emails to dominique.hutchinson@oags.nsw.edu.au 
 

Dominique Hutchinson 

Head of K-12 Sport 

   

 
 
 



 
 
Food Focus 
 
In a first for OAGS, a group of Year 11 students are studying Food 
Technology as part of their HSC. This amazing class has been busy 
at work studying the Historical Changes of food availability in 
Australia, with a particular focus on food equity and the impact of 
migration on our current food choices and availability. As part of 
the course, students are required to plan, prepare and present a 
range of dishes which reflect the study topics. Last week, as part of 
studying the topic ‘staple foods around the world’ the students 
were allocated a staple food product and had to research where 
the product originated from and where it is commonly used today. 
They were also required to plan, prepare and present a dish using 
this ingredient. The group produced some wonderful dishes such as 
Cassava Mozzarella Balls (Brazil), fresh tortillas made from maize 
(Mexico), and flour and sorghum pancakes (Sudan). This week, the 
class focused on Native Australian produce and Bush Tucker. They 
were tasked with influsing Indigenous ingredients into contemporary 
Australian cuisine. Students planned, prepared and presented a 
range of dishes including Kangaroo and Mango Curry with Macadamia flat bread, Kangaroo meatballs with Bush tomato 
relish and lemon myrtle melting moments. Next week, students will be preparing historical dishes which represent their 
heritage with the task of plating the dishes for the modern Australian family.  
 
Amanda Jewell  
Food Technology 

 
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music  
New Piano Tutor 
We are pleased to welcome Mr Luke Moxey to our growing list of piano teachers. 
Luke, originally from Orange, undertook a Bachelor of Music Performance at the University of Queensland, during this time 
Luke won the University of Queensland Medal for Excellence. He has performed in the Central West on several occasions, 
including Liszt’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with Macquarie Philharmonic Orchestra as the winner of the 2019 Camplin Prize. 
Over the last five years Luke taught piano at Sydney Grammar School and worked regularly as an accompanist in Sydney.  
 



 
 
COVID-19 & Music Lessons 
Students isolating due to Covid may still be able to have music lessons via Zoom, just as occurred during the lockdown 
periods. If your child has a scheduled music lesson that they cannot attend, please contact your tutor to find out if a Zoom 
lesson is possible. This will be at the discretion of the tutor. 
 
Music Ensembles 
Most of the music ensembles at OAGS are up and running now. Thank you to all students and parents for your patience 
while these groups were being established.  

 We now have three Rock Bands with a new ‘middle group’ commencing on Mondays 
 Beginner Band will start next week for all students who have commenced in the Beginner Band programme (an 

email message will be sent to the families of students involved early next week) 
 
Opportunities still available 
It is not too late if your child is interested in starting up on a wind or brass instrument. We still have places available for 
trumpet, clarinet flute and trombone. Please contact Mr Annett (noel.annett@oags.nsw.edu.au) if you have any questions. 
 

Drama  
The year has started with students in stage 5 and 6 developing their performance and playbuilding skills, with stage 5 
developing their own Individual Performance from scripted drama and year 11 playbuiling a group devised performance.  
Students in stage 5 and 6 Elective Drama will be performing for a public audience on Tuesday the 29th of March at 5:30pm 
in the Media Centre, please come along and support our budding actors. 
We have settled into our new performance space and are enjoying the flexible 
seating, stage lighting and abundance of props and costumes available to us. 
Stage 4 Drama Club starts next week. All students in year 7 and 8 are invited to join. 
Drama Club runs on Tuesday during afternoon break in C8 (Drama room). 
 

Dance 
Secondary Dance started up this week with a large group of enthusiastic dancers in 
year 7 joining the dance program for the first time. It is always encouraging to see 
the vast array of creative and talented dancers, sharing their passion with the OAGS community.  
Congratulations to those students who successfully auditioned for the OAGS Dance Company. Students in OAGS 
Company will be rehearsing on Tuesday mornings to develop a new dance work for 2022. 
The year 7 and 8 Secondary Dance Group also started this week during Tuesday morning break. There is still the opportunity 
to join this group. Please email rachel.crane@oags.nsw.edu if your year 7 or 8 child is interested in joining. 
 
 
Wigs for Kids fundraiser - Hallie Ellice (Year 7) 
 
On Wednesday 23rd February Year 7 student Hallie Ellice dedicated her birthday to the Kids for Cancer Foundation by 
cutting her hair off in front of her schoolmates to donate to ‘Wigs for Kids’. Over 30cm of hair will now make its way to a 
special wigmaker who will create something special for a child in need following cancer treatment. With the support of 
the OAGS Community Hallie also raised close to $1000 to be donated along with her locks. Thank you to Meagan Fitzgerald 
for donating your time and expertise to lop off Hallie’s hair.  
Congratulations Hallie, and thank you to those who donated. The fundraising page is still open for those who wish to donate 
to the Kids with Cancer Foundation.  

          
 



 
 
STEM at OAGS 
 
Science  
Our year 12 physics class has started the year off 
studying electromagnetism. Students are 
investigating the behaviour of electric charges in 
magnetic fields. Using a Rumkoff induction coil 
connected to a cathode ray tube, they generated 
15,000V to create a moving beam of electrons. With 
powerful rare earth magnets students could see how 
the beam of electrons was influenced by a 
magnetic field. This mechanism of accelerating 
electrons using high voltages is used in the medical industry to produce X-rays and in 
radiation for cancer treatment. Year 12 have enjoyed the practical aspects of radiography 
that this unit of study has provided.  

 
Engineering 
Secondary students have been developing their entries for 
the Fluor Engineering Challenge. This is a global 
competition where students upload a video of their engineering 
creations. This year's challenge is to build a ball run that will slow a 
ping pong ball down the most when dropped from a height of 
25cm, only using paper and tape. Students are experimenting with 
varying angles of inclination of ramps, dissipating momentum 
through obstacles, using static friction and increasing the distance 
the ball travels with funnels in order to maximise their score. I 
congratulate students for their hard work in this challenge and their 
growing understanding of physics and problem solving skills that 
come from their participation.  
                
Maths 
Year 12 maths students are studying 
the mathematics of long jump for 
their Vectors in Motion unit. Students 
are using digital technology to film 
the mechanics of their jump and 
deriving their individual equations of 
motion using integration and 

calculus. Students are then applying their understanding of projectile 
motion  and acceleration due to gravity to determine how far they 

could jump on 
another planet in 
the solar system. 
Keegan, one of 
our year 10 
students volunteered his athletic ability for 
analysis. The students calculated that if 
Keegan was to long jump on the planet 
Pluto, he could jump 26.85m, tripling the 
current world record. 
 

Hayley Smith 
Science and Mathematics Teacher 
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